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STAT Big Brother Wins Another 


' The federal gorenunent bee apparently won its 
Ugttle with tte oaoununity to plaM 

•ilhifent raetrictkme (m the uae of unhreraity* 
baaed aupercooqMiten by echolan frtan Soviet- 
tnoc countries. Tliis action, undertaken in the name 
of national security, is an imneresaaiy, ineffective 
and improper restriction on the of 

univereities, one of the strengths of American 
sr i hol a rahiD . Once again the Reagan artnrinitiiatinTi 
ia. seeking to turn univeraities into policemen, 
forcing them to limit what foreign nationals may 
do cm canq)us as part of its overall effort to restrict 
“technology leakage” to the Soviet Unkm. 

At issue are Um five natkmal siqieroomputer 
enters being set tq> under a $200 miinwi grant 
firom the National Sci e nc e Foundation at the 
University of California, San Diego; the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; Cornell Universi- 
ty; Carnegie-Mellon University, and at a site near 
Princeton, N J. The aim of the program to malt* 
the q>eed and power of multimillion-dollar super- 
ctnnputers available to academic researchers. 

But defense and inteiH gence agencies in Wash - 
i ngton say that Soviet-bloc scientists must be kep t 
from the machines because of their utiiity in 
weapons design yd cryptography and becaime t hp 
P** fcr the supercoinputer technology 


Does the Defense Dept really think that Russian 
scholars (even spies pretem^ to be scholars) 
would be able to use me of the supercomputers on 
the sly to design nuclear weapons? Time on those 
m ac h i ne s will be hard to come by snii cloeely 
watched. R a ch of the computer centers is run, in 
tlw aca dem i c way, by a committee that relies 
heavily m peer review. When does the govern- 
ment think the secret work will be going m? 

Besides, the Russians have access to these and 
similar machines in other places, some of them 
outside the United States. Some ot the machines 
are privately owned, and their owners are free to 
sell time on them to anyone. 

If the government is cmvinced that the presence 
of a particular Russian scholar in this country 
presents a national-security threat, it should not 
grant him a visa. Dm't let him into the country and 
then make the universities keep him out 

A few years ago, the administraUm tried to 
prevent foreign nationals from attending lectures 
that were unclassified but nonetheless had military 
plication. The universities protested, saying 
such rules conflicted with the ideals of free 
academic inquiry. Ultimately, the administration 
backed down. 

The universities should protest loudly again. 
They should not agree to the government’s rules. 


STAT 
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